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Mercer’s Quality of Living Rankings Worldwide 2010

AN UNUSUAL MIX OF INCREASES AND DECREASES THIS YEAR.....

The global financial crisis was the issue that created the largest impact on the business climate in
2009. The crisis led to either a recession or an economic slowdown in the majority of nations in the
world. Not only did it lead to significant changes in the banking sector in many countries, the

Alliance presents: financial crisis also helped shape the challenging global business environment that currently exists.

June

With governments having been forced to revise their investment and development activities, we
expected to see limited improvement in certain quality-of-living factors, such as recreation and
public services. However, a few factors had a role in how this played out. For example, the global
financial crisis has not had a uniform impact on all countries, and government reactions have also
been varied. In addition, many developmental activities initiated in previous years have only just
started to make an impact on the daily lives of expatriates in the regions where these activities have
been launched. Furthermore, limitations on personal freedom and relationships with other countries
often are not related to the state of the economy. Below are some of the highlighted rankings:

General
Meeting

Coming soon...

Date: June 28t
Time: 11lam- 2pm
What: Review &
Highlights from the ERC
National Relocation
Conference 2010
Location: Prudential

Top 5 cities: Quality of living ranking Top 5 cities: Eco-city ranking

*Vienna, Austria (1st)
*Zurich, Switzerland (2nd)
*Geneva, Switzerland (3rd)

*Vancouver, Canada (tied 4th)
*Auckland, New Zealand (tied 4t")

*Calgary, Canada (1st)
*Honolulu, United States (2nd)
*Ottawa, Canada (tied 3rd)
*Helsinki, Finland (tied 3rd)
*Wellington, New Zealand (5t")

Relocation. Scolisdale Quality of living ranking by region:

Cost: $20 members

Americas Asia Pacific Europe Middle East & Africa

$25 non-members

Please visit:
for more information.

Please stay tuned for details
on who will be speaking af
the event.

A special THANK YOU to the
organizers and Prudential
Relocation .

www.azrelocationalliance.com

infoazrelocationalliance@gmail.com

*Vancouver (4th)
*Ottawa (14th)
*Toronto (16th)
*Montreal (21st)
*Calgary (28th)

*Auckland (4th)
*Sydney (10th)
*Wellington (12th)
*Melbourne (18th)
*Perth (21st)

*Vienna (1st)
*Zurich (2nd
*Geneva (3rd)
*Dusseldorf (6th)
*Frankfurt (tied 7th)
*Munich (tied 7th)

*Dubai (75th)
*Port Louis (82nd)
*Abu Dhabi (83rd)
*Cape Town (86th)
*Tunis (94th)

Quality of living ranking by region:

Americas

Asia Pacific

Europe

Middle East & Africa

*Calgary (1st)
*Honolulu (2nd)
*Ottawa (3rd)
*Minneapolis (6th)
*Vancouver (tied 13th)
*Montreal (tied 13th)

*Wellington (5th)
*Adelaide (7th)
*Kobe (9th)
*Perth (12th)
*Auckland (13th)

*Helsinki (3rd)
*Copenhagen (8th)
*Oslo (tied 9th)
*Stockholm (tied 9th)
*Nurnberg (tied 13th)
*Bern (tied 13th)

*Cape Town (30th)
*Victoria (38th)
*Muscat (48th)

*Johannesburg (54th)
*Abu Dhabi (tied 65th)
*Dubai (tied 65th)

For more information or a copy of the full survey, please visit: www.mercer.com



http://www.mercer.com/
http://www.azrelocationalliance.com/

"2 husiness ﬂéyo/ufe@ devoted to service will have on@ one worry about pmﬁ'fy 'Tﬁey will be eméﬂrmﬂ'i@@
large.”  ~Henry Ford

WEBSITES

Each year Google released
the top websites visited by
www surfers by the number
of unique users, and page
visits. Take a look and see
who was crowned the NEW
winner!

1. Facebook
2. Yahoo
3. Live
4. Wikipedia
5. MSN
6. Microsoft
7. Blogspot
8. Baidu
9. Qg
10. Morzilla
Some sites are for
information, but the clear
winner for most traffic are

sites for social networking of
some sort.
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Foreclosures plateau in April

By: Foreclosure-Support.com

After foreclosures dropped 2% in the past year, experts are predicting the foreclosed
properties market has finally reached its height.

Foreclosure Support (Foreclosure-Support.com), an online listings provider of foreclosed
homes for sale, reported that foreclosures dropped 9% nationwide during the month of April,
leading experts to speculate that the foreclosure homes market may finally have plateaued. In
addition to the 9% drop since March, foreclosures fell 2% from April of 2009, marking the first
year since the foreclosure crisis began that the market has seen an overall drop.

Experts at Foreclosure Support have been waiting for this for quite a while, as business analyst
John Clark remarked. "For the first time, we're seeing more foreclosure properties leave the
market than new foreclosures coming on to the market.”

While most of the states with the highest foreclosure inventories in the nation, such as
California, Nevada, Arizona, Texas and Florida still have large numbers of foreclosures, many
of these states saw significant declines. Part of this is due to the fact that fewer new
foreclosures are coming onto the market and more foreclosed homes that have been on the
market for a while are getting repossessed by banks and government lenders.

"REO properties are really picking up," explained Clark. "There are a lot of bank owned homes
out there now, and there are going to be even more as the market continues to correct itself."

But the plateau doesn't necessarily mean foreclosures are going to drop anytime soon. The
recession still plays a large role in the amount of foreclosures, especially with faltering local
economies in states like Michigan, Utah, and Idaho, which appeared recently on the Top 10
foreclosure states for the first time. Other states with slowing foreclosure rates like Georgia,
Massachusetts and lllinois are projected to fare better due to their thriving economies.

Of the Top 10 metropolitan area foreclosure rates, cities previously ravaged by foreclosures
such as Fort Myers, FL; Orlando, FL; Stockton, CA and Modesto, CA all saw significant drops in
foreclosures during April. The only city in the Top 10 to see their foreclosure real estate
inventory grow was Reno, NV.

For more information on foreclosures and to get the latest foreclosure listings from around the
country, visit www.foreclosure-support.com.

Source: Foreclos@&apport.com.

Career Highlights

Spotlight on ERC’s Career Center

The employee Relocation Council offers mobility professionals online
Resources to help their careers. The site allows you to:

*Post an anonymous resume

*View jobs

*Receive personal job alerts

In addition, the site also allows employers the ability to seek out 4
professionals that might be a good fit for their company. Employers

can:

*\/iew resumes ! Y
*Post a job ' ‘
eInitiate recruitment assistance i

For more information: visit: Career Center at ERC.org.
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http://www.foreclosure-support.com/
http://www.foreclosure-support.com/
http://www.foreclosure-support.com/investing/ca/
http://www.foreclosure-support.com/investing/tx/
http://orlando.fl.foreclosure-support.com/
http://stockton.ca.foreclosure-support.com/
http://www.foreclosure-support.com/
http://www.foreclosure-support.com/
http://www.foreclosure-support.com/
http://jobs.worldwideerc.org/home/index.cfm?site_id=8692

